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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

of 

Friends of Cibola NWR 

An Arizona Non-profit Corporation 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Friends of Cibola NWR was held on the 21st day of 

October 2023 at 10:02 a.m., held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. John Rosenfeld, Andy 

Anderson, Skip Wallace, Rebecca Notarangelo, and Rick Francis were present and participated in the meeting, 

being all the Directors and officers except Dan Bliss who was absent. 

 
     Carissa Rosenfeld, Secretary of the Corporation, and treasure acted as the secretary for the meeting and the 

Chairman. 

 The Chairman announced that a quorum of the Directors was present, and that the meeting, having been 

duly convened, was ready to proceed with its business. 

1)  Reading of the previous minutes 
a)  The previous minutes were read. John Rosenfeld made a motion to accept the minutes as read 

and Andy Anderson seconded the motion, the motion was carried. 

2) U.S Fish and Wildlife 
a) Waterfowl season starts Monday, October 23rd. 
b) If you see something that you don’t think is right, please report it. 

3) Arizona Game and Fish (AZGFD)- not present 

4) Treasurer’s Report 
a) Membership: 184 
b) Internship Fund: $1,271.17 
c) Financial Report: 

10/20/23 Current Bank Balance $9,223.30 

10/20/23 Available Bank Balance $7,952.13 

08/31/23 HP Dell Computer $1,088.85 

09/13/23 Amazon HP Yellow 952XL ink $85.04 

09/14/23 Amazon 1,000 postcards $41.33 

09/28/23 CK#1045 D&R Plumbing “Voided” 

10/02/23 Zoro Tools Water Fountain Combo $1,223.22 

10/03/23 SP Total Restrooms ADA Porta 
Potty for Island Unit parking lot 

$3,495.49 

10/18/23 CK#1046 Mead Taxidermy Studio, 
LLC. “Sidewinder” 

$270 

d) Jr. Waterfowl Savings: $2,226.42 

i. Paperwork has been signed to receive the grant and AZ procurement payment address has been 

updated. 
e) Secretary Budget:  

i. $127-$85.04 (yellow ink)=$41.96  
f) Volunteer Hours: 562 (10/01/22-09/30/23)/ current hours: 27 



5) Old-unfinished Business:  
a) Deer Crossings Unit 1-tabled  

b) Unit 2 Pedestrian Gates- tabled  

c) Catch, Clean, & Cook Youth Fishing looking into having March/April  

i. AZGFD Payson Ham spoke with Yuma Rod and Gun club, and they are willing to lend us the 

tanks for the event. 

ii. Event will have approximately ½ a truck load of fish for the event. 

d) Lapel pins/different hats-tabled 

e) Teams Meeting- now up and running successfully for the board meetings. 

f) Membership Challenge for Directors 

i. Rebecca Notarangelo got 8 new members. 

ii. It was decided that the event would be extended to the next board meeting. 

g) Carport for maintenance yard- One of the personnel that has a good relationship with fencing company 

will be getting the quote. 

h) Field trips 

i. Rebecca & Carissa still need to go and talk to schools regarding field trips. 

ii. John & Carissa went to Sprague’s Sports in Yuma, AZ and asked for donations for the Jr. 

Waterfowl Camp. 

iii. Rick Francis suggested going to Sportsman’s Warehouse in Yuma, AZ and talk with John Snead 

regarding donations. 

iv. Rick Francis will talk with CWA regarding donations for the Jr. Waterfowl Camp. 

v. Andy Anderson went to Ace Hardware & Bullseye in Blythe, CA and left brochures for the 5K 

walk and the Jr. Waterfowl Camp and did the same for a place in Ehrenberg, AZ. 

vi. Carissa emailed the 5K walk brochure to Blythe Chamber of Commerce. 

i) January 6th, Goose Loop Walk 

i. Event insurance-update 

(1) Followed up with insurance company. Current policy holder does not want to add event to our 

existing policy and does not do special events. 

(2) Yuma Insurance did look at another company, but they said the price quote was too high, and 

therefore are going to look at a different source for the special event. 

(3) Kimberlee suggested instead of using water bottles for the event that we purchase paper cups and 

utilize water coolers to help reduce plastic waste. 

(4) Ken Carver suggested that we reach out to Gary Twerdak regarding the outreach trailer and see 

about incorporating that into the event. 

(5) Chris Lohrengel suggested that at the tables throughout the walk, we utilize this time to be 

educational about different parts of the refuge, such as the pond and what waterfowl can be seen. 

Also, maybe the purpose of agriculture. 

(6) The Visitor Center will be open. This is hoped to be the starting point of the event. 

6) New Business  

a) Website-updates to have “Resource Page” soon.  

i. A 5K walk page was added. 

b) Workday for Unit 2…second weekend in November? 

i. Workday: Saturday, October 28th at 8am to meet at the Visitor Center. 
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c) Silent auction donation $1,381 from NAHMMA 

i. Chief Cynthia Martinez of the National Wildlife Refuge System was the keynote speaker at the 

North American Hazardous Materials Management Association (NAHMMA). NAHMMA had a 

silent auction in which they wanted the proceeds to benefit a non-profit organization. Chief 

Martinez recommended our Friends group for this.  

ii. We thanked and reached out to NAHMMA and invited them out to the refuge, seeing as their 

mission aligns with ours. We also invited them for the 5K walk. 

d) Elections for Directors…March 

i. It is appreciated all the dedication the current directors have put forth to the Friends group. This is 

a time to analyze whether the directors would like to run again. 

ii. In past elections, it was expressed by the members that not having any information about the 

candidates made it hard to make an informed decision.  

(1) Therefore, it was asked that those who would like to run again include a short 3-5 sentence 

description about themselves and possibly a picture. 

(2) By knowing ahead of time as to who would like to run again, this will provide time to compile 

the information together but also inform the members of the elections between now and March. 

e) Community developer (New developments) 

i. At the Cibola Mutual Water Company meeting held on Saturday, October 14th, there was a 

speaker, Michael Malano a managing director from Greenstone, did a presentation. In the 

presentation, he spoke about two different areas of new developments in the Cibola, AZ area. The 

company has two different areas in which they will be dividing up the current alfalfa areas into 5-

acre parcels that will have, (to my knowledge) electric, septic, and water. These parcels will then 

be available for sale. The first area will be 40-acres north of baseline road, West of Cibola, AZ 

located near the Store. This area will be divided into 8 lots, with each lot having 5 acres. The 

second development area will be north of baseline road, east of Hippy Hole. This to my 

knowledge is the last section of alfalfa fields prior to the end of Baseline Road heading west, 

totaling 240-acres. This 240-acres of land will be divided up into 48 lots, each having 5 acres. 

(1) During Mr. Malano’s presentation, he said that he had 2 separate properties near the Cibola, AZ 

area in which he would be willing to allow hunting by the community on.  

(a) Due to that conversation with Mr. Malano being brief, it was decided by the directors that a 

meeting with Mr. Malano regarding his plans regarding the hunting land be discussed further 

in depth. 

(2) These plans still need to be approved by La Paz County. 

f) Workday following board meeting 

i. After the board meeting, we will be having a workday to place the Island Unit benches. 

g) Miscellaneous  

7) Call to public-  
a) Q: Why was there no water put on the ponds after the Dove season? 

A: There was a conflict with watering the farm fields, staff shortages, and maintenance challenges with 

the canal and the gates themselves, as well as some of the days the river was too low for water to be 

pumped. The area has also been treated like ponds instead of moist soil units. Meaning the fields 

flooded will be rotated to allow vegetation to grow to feed the wildlife. 

b) Q: Why was the Milo mowed down. Is this not a concern for baiting? 



A: Prior to the Milo being mowed down, it was checked through law enforcement to make sure there 

would not be an issue with doing so. This is considered normal agricultural practice for the refuge. 

Farmers off the refuge would have to harvest for profit, but because the refuge grows food for the 

wildlife and does not harvest it, it is considered normal agricultural practice. 

c) Q: The access to the west meander on the Island Unit is restricted. Is there a plan to do anything about 

regaining access? 

A: Maintenance staff have had this brought to their attention and will be addressed. 

d) Q: In Cibola Lake, it appears that there is not enough water flowing through the lake making it dead.  

A: Cibola Lake is completely flowing as it gets water directly from the river and the flow is controlled 

by the river level. The gate at the end of Cibola Lake will have the water hydrology team come out to fix 

it next month. The boat ramps are also on the list to be cleared. The water that flows from Hart Mine 

Marsh will be addressed as well. There are some other areas of habitat that take priority prior to Cibola 

Lake. 

e) Fire crew will be coming up next week to prep for an early year burn in possibly Hart Mine Marsh, the 

meanders and King Fisher Pond on the Island Unit. 

 

8) Next Meeting- 12/16/23 @ 10am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328 

 
Next meeting will be held December 16th at 10am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. 

There being no further business to be transacted, upon motion duly made by John Rosenfeld to adjourn the 

meeting, Andy Anderson seconded and carried the motion, the meeting was adjourned at 11:14am. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
SECRETARY/Carissa Rosenfeld 

   I, the undersigned Director of Friends of Cibola NWR hereby approve the contents of the foregoing 

minutes from the meeting held on the 21st day of October 2023. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________  
DIRECTOR 

 


