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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

of 

Friends of Cibola NWR 

An Arizona Non-profit Corporation 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Friends of Cibola NWR was held on the 24th day of 

August 2024 at 10:09 a.m., held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. John Rosenfeld, Rebecca 

Notarangelo, Andy Anderson, Dave Kaihara, and Howard Jenson were present and participated in the meeting, 

being all the Directors and officers. 

 
     Carissa Rosenfeld, Secretary of the Corporation, and treasure acted as the secretary for the meeting and the 

Chairman. 

The Chairman announced that a quorum of the Directors was present, and that the meeting, having been 

duly convened, was ready to proceed with its business. 

1)  Reading of the previous minutes 
a)  The previous minutes from 6-29-24 & 7-24-24 were read. John Rosenfeld made a motion to 

accept the minutes as read and Rebecca Notarangelo seconded the motion, the motion was carried. 

2) Treasurer’s Report 

a) Membership: 162 

b) Educational Outreach: $1,119.38 

c) Financial Report: 

08/24/24 Current Bank balance $11,703.08 

 Available Bank balance $10,583.70 

08/12/24 CK# 1057 Amazon Team’s Speaker- 
Reimbursement to Howard Jenson 

$109.99 

08/13/24 Tonerfy.com (2) colored ink sets $199.50 

08/22/24 Amazon.com 4 tier 5’x5’ aluminum 
storage rack for (3) printers, inventory 
& heat press 

$159.89 

d) Jr. Waterfowl Savings: $2,996.53 

e) Secretary Budget: $10.01 

i. John Rosenfeld made a motion to add $100 to the secretary budget, Andy Anderson seconded 

the motion, the motion was carried.  

(1) This brings the secretary budget to $110. 

f) Volunteer Hours: 700 

3) Old-unfinished Business:  

4) U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 

a) Flood up schedule was provided for the fields on the Island Unit 

i. It is expected to have almost all of the fields flooded up if river levels permit for the opener of 

waterfowl season. 

b) Last year the Island unit stopped working but was replaced with a new pump. 

i. Water levels for this year are expected to be lower than last year, which levels of the river are 

controlled by Bureau of Reclamation 



c) There is a sand bar that has been encroaching on the Island Unit pumps since mid-June to early July. 

i. Switching between the two pumps tends to help with the sand bar. 

d) Invasive Camel Thorn plant was discovered in Unit 2. This has been treated with the last treatment to 

be in October. In the meantime, the area where the plant is located has been fenced off in orange 

plastic fencing to help prevent the spread of the plant. 

i. With the spraying of the plant, there is a restricted time limit as to how soon a commercial crop 

can be planted within 300 feet of the treated area. Therefore, instead of planting alfalfa, which 

is grown in the area, triticale will be planted in these areas. 

e) Maintenance position will be interviewed this next week. 

f) The following week will be interviewed for the Refuge manager. 

g) The Dove opener will be on Sunday, September 1st. 

h) Please keep in mind that the Island Unit cannot be entered until 4:30am. 

i. All roads on the Island Unit will be open. 

5) Old Unfinished Business  

a) Deer Crossings Unit 1- tabled 

b) Unit 2 Pedestrian Gates- tabled 

c) Lapel pins/different hats 

i. Lapel pins: Amazon 100 sublimation blanks for $52.22 

(1) John Rosenfeld made the motion to purchase the lapel pins, Rebecca Notarangelo seconded 

the motion, the motion was carried.  

d) Field trips- possibly put out an advertisement to see if anyone would be interested in having a field 

trip to the refuge.  

i. Rebecca Notarangelo suggested contacting the Blythe Chamber of Commerce to see if they 

would have any information or being able to run something on their Facebook page. 

e) Zoho Books- now have a link for additional donations 

f) Unit 2 clearing of south blinds-November 1st  

i. The refuge is will pay $2,500 . 

ii. John Rosenfeld made a motion to proceed with the investigative process of determining the 

total cost of renting the equipment necessary to clear Unit 2. Andy Anderson seconded the 

motion; the motion was carried. 

g) Blythe Parade- This year’s theme: Christmas around the world 

i. We will research what the date is for the parade. 

ii. A committee is needed for the parade. Rebecca Notarangelo will head it. 

iii. The thought is to ask for material donations for the parade and be able to return the items to 

the original owners after the parade is over. 

iv. Andy Anderson has a trailer and truck for the parade. He is willing to store the float in his garage. 

v. Howard Jenson will lend us his generator. 

vi. Chris Lohrengel will see about trying to get the Blue Goose outfit. 

h) Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN)-reporting-pending 

i) Jr. Ranger program- tabled 
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j) Website changes: Changed Minutes page to Legal Documents & uploaded files + changed about us 

area to include Directors. 

k) Scheduling Workdays 

i. August 30, 2024 @ 8am for signs & trash cans 

ii. October 19, 2024 @ 8am for Island Unit & Unit 2 benches 

iii. Tentative workdays- Deer Crossings/pedestrian gates/workdays for 2025/pouring concrete 

entrance to Island Unit porta potty. 

(1) Refuge suggested pouring an ADA parking space and trying to cover some of the cost regarding 

concrete or forms. 

(a) Friends group discussed concreting an entrance to the porta potty and pouring a slab under 

it. 

(2) Nature Trail cleanup: Chris Lohrengel will look into trying to get the state crew to help clear the 

trail. 

(3) Will look into possibly doing wood permits for the public to collect some of the cut wood. 

l) Local Sportsman’s Grant- was notified that there was a slight delay in notifying those that got 

awarded the grant. 

m) Photo Contest 

i. How many categories should there be? 

(1) Landscape, Sunrise, sunset, waterfowl, birds, mammals, reptiles, insects. 

(a) Categories agreed on were: Landscape, Waterfowl, Birds, & Mammals. 

(2) Suggested rules:  

(a) A person can submit as many photos as they wish to, but submissions are from November 

1st- January 31st. 

(b) Photo’s need to be taken on Cibola NWR but do not need to be taken within that time 

frame.  

(c) All photos entered into the contest become property of the Friends of Cibola NWR and can 

be utilized at the discretion of the Friends of Cibola NWR. 

(d) The photos entered need to have a brief description describing what’s taking place in the 

photo ex. Sunset. 

(e) Submitted photos need to have location of place taken + person who took the photo + 

contact information (name/phone #/email address) 

(f) Photo’s must be submitted via email to friendsofcibolanwr@gmail.com subject: Photo 

Contest. 

(i) All rules were agreed upon 

ii. Do we have a spring draw/sketch/paint contest? 

(1) It was discussed that this idea would be put on hold till we see how the photo contest goes. 

n) Membership card + perks 

i. Denny’s: 10% discount 

ii. Steak’s & Cakes: 10% discount 

mailto:friendsofcibolanwr@gmail.com


iii. Standage: 5% off purchase of 4 tires 

 
6) New Business 

a) Insurance renewal is coming due in September. Do we want to send a check or pay online and pay the 

$4 fee? 

i. It was discussed to just send the check to avoid the $4 fee. 

b) Bird Banding pliers grant: Due September 10th. 

c) Nominations in November for Directors. 

i. Three director positions will be coming up.  

(1) Andy Anderson, John Rosenfeld, & Rebecca Notarangelo would like to be re-elected. 

(2) November is nominations, according to Bylaws, if there are no nominations in November, there 

will not have to have an election. 

d) Clearing Unit 2: Proposed start date November 1st. 

i. Cost for clearing $6,000. Should take 5 days. 

(1) We will be getting an exact figure. 

(a) Will the refuge pay $2,500 & Friends group pay $3,500? 

(i) Refuge is willing to pay $2,500. 

ii. Project is estimated to take 1-2 years. 

(1) Clear brush 

(2) Let brush dry & burned by USFWS 

(3) Fix existing blinds 

e) Visitor Center: (2) 4hr shifts 2 days a week (Saturday & Sunday). (Are the hours effective. Do they 

need to be adjusted?  

i. Hours seem to be effective. 

ii. Looking for Friends members to work 4 hours in the visitor center. 

f) Discovery Backpacks? 

i. Will look into doing something for next year, refuge is supportive of the idea. 

ii. Duck stamp book 

iii. Binoculars 

iv. Coloring sheets/activity pages? 

g) Jr. Waterfowl Camp: 

i. Will the refuge let us use the tables, chairs, water & ice. 

(1) The refuge agreed to allow the use of those items. 

ii. Contacted Sprague’s for raffle items: there good to go for donating again this year. 

iii. Wanted to advertise the event on the radio & Palo Verde Times. 

h) Blythe Parade: This year’s theme- Christmas around the world. 

i. The concept is to gather items to utilize for the float and then disperse them back to the original 

owners after the parade is over. 

(1) Can we get the Blue Goose 

(a) Refuge will look into this. 
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(2) Howard Jenson is willing to lend his Jackery generator for Christmas lights. 

(3) Andy Anderson has a trailer we can borrow to use for the parade. 

i) 5K Walk (01/04/25): 

i. Spoke with AZGFD Richard Myers about them setting up a table at the walk to possibly talk 

about recreational opportunities and ORUV’s. 

j) Planting in February. 

i. Chris Lohrengel is sure about being able to plant at least 1 field.  

(1) He wants to wait till the new refuge manager comes to get further information as to what the 

refuge manager would want. 

k) Fishing Clinic May 3rd 

i. Reached out to Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) & they are good to go. They have it 

in the budget to purchase fish again this year, but they cannot predict the future as to what 

budgets would look like. Purchasing fish runs around $1,500. 

ii. AZGFD asked to make the event easier, to have the tanks set up and ready to go for when they 

show up with the fish. This will make setting up a lot easier on them. 

iii. Asked Yuma Valley Rod & Gun Club as to if they would be willing to assist in helping again. They 

mentioned that they might be able to get fishing poles donated for the kids at the last event. 

iv. Smart & Final Charitable Foundations: We applied for $250.00 to cover food costs and 

unforeseen food costs such as frying oil, etc. 

l) Monarch Butterflies 

i. Pollinator Garden 

(1) Approximately a 10’x10’ area somewhere behind the Visitor Center 

ii. Department of Agriculture 

(1) Is willing to write up an email stating what we propose to do is legal. 

iii. AZGFD spokes person 

(1) AZGFD has a person that would be able to speak at an event. 

iv. A pilot program was discussed to grow a small amount to see what the popularity of the project 

would be. 

m) Social media: Posting more videos- YouTube Channel: Friends of Cibola NWR 

i. If we get 1,000 subscribers + 5,000 watch hours in a year we can apply for a program to 

potentially earn income. 

n) Miscellaneous- Directors membership challenge (10 members) will be from September to October 

19th board meeting. 

7) Next Meeting- 10/19/24 @ 10:30am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. 

8) Call to public- 

a) Someone mentioned that the price of donuts is going up every day. 

b) Yuma, AZ has a walk for Alzheimer’s & dementia on November 2nd. 

 



Next meeting will be held October 19th at 10:30am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. 

There being no further business to be transacted, upon motion duly made by John Rosenfeld to adjourn the 

meeting, Dave Kaihara seconded and carried the motion, the meeting was adjourned at 11:27 am. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
SECRETARY/Carissa Rosenfeld 

   I, the undersigned Director of Friends of Cibola NWR hereby approve the contents of the foregoing 

minutes from the meeting held on the 24th day of August 2024. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________  
DIRECTOR 

 

 


