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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

of 

Friends of Cibola NWR 

An Arizona Non-profit Corporation 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Friends of Cibola NWR was held on the 10th day of 

January 2026 at 12:03 p.m., held at 65771 North Currey Lane, Cibola, AZ 85328. John Rosenfeld, Rebecca 

Notarangelo, Dave Kaihara, Andy Anderson, and Howard Jenson were present and participated in the meeting, 

being all the Directors and officers. 

 
     Carissa Rosenfeld, Secretary of the Corporation, and treasurer acted as the secretary for the meeting and the 

Chairman. 

The Chairman announced that a quorum of the Directors was present, and that the meeting, having been 

duly convened, was ready to proceed with its business. 

1) Reading of the previous minutes 
a.  The previous minutes were read. Dave Kaihara made a motion to accept the minutes as read and 

Howard Jenson seconded the motion; the motion was carried. 

2) Treasurer’s Report 

a. Membership: 124 

b. Educational Outreach: $1,179.05 

c. Financial Report:   

1.  

01/10/2026 Current Bank balance $13,687.28 
 Available Bank balance $12,508.23 

December   
 Epson ink waste reset code $10.65 

Expenditures 
reimbursed 
by savings 
account 

  

 Tumbler Prints $4.25 

 Camp food $1,233.45 
 Camp food $594.57 
 Camp drinks & bundt cakes $140.53 

 Extra additional clay targets $43.48 

 *For further detailed information regarding expenses, please contact Friends of Cibola NWR 

d. Youth Waterfowl Savings: $4,724.06 

e. Secretary Budget: $94.62 

a. Ink- the current place that ink was purchased from seems to be out of stock and therefore has 

been out of stock for a while. A discussion was about purchasing ink from another company 

where each unit price was approximately $52.50 

f. Volunteer Hours: 801 

3) U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 

a. Updates-  
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i. Hart Mine Marsh North, Kingfisher Marsh, and East meander plans on being burned next 

month. 

ii. River levels have been low, and as such there has only been a hand full of times that the 

water was able to be pumped since Thanksgiving. Water levels have been so low that 

Hoover Dam is close to not being able to produce. The dams are trying to focus on storing 

water with the snowpacks having been bad. 

iii. Bureau of Reclamation is coming out with their 2026 environmental impact statement on 

their projected water going forward. They are thinking that next year is going to be worse 

than this year. It appears that the river levels are going to be getting worse going forward. 

As far as the refuge, the next step would be to try and drill wells. The refuge will keep the 

Friends updated regarding this matter whether good or bad news. 

iv. There has been a rumor going around that the refuge has a water allotment that would 

allow them to call for water. The refuge lacks infrastructure such as diversion dams and 

canals that run off the river to call for water like farmers do. If the refuge was able to call for 

water, it would take the entire allocation to get the river up a foot in order to be pumped, 

which isn’t doable.  

v. Another rumor is that the refuge and or law enforcement has pushed a neighboring 

landowner to not allow hunting on their land. That rumor is not true. 

vi. Chris Lohnrengel helped out La Paz County in getting information for them for the Federal 

Lands Access Program which is being evaluated right now. Chris is also working with the 

regional transportation coordinator because he’s on that committee. The Regional office as 

well as Chris provided support letters for the bridge to be rebuilt. 

b. Unit 2 brush piles were burned but with the dirt being mixed with the brush, the remaining brush 

will need to be re-piled and burned again. This is hoped to be done sometime in the early part of 

the year. 

c. CWA Pipeline project didn’t get funded this go around, but they are planning on reapplying in 

February.  

d. What does the future of the refuge look like? 

i. The refuges are still under a hiring freeze, but ladder promotions like grades 9 to 11, seven 

to nine, those types of promotions and other small personal actions through. They are not 

allowing hiring or vacant positions to be filled at this time, even if funding is from an outside 

source such as the MSCP positions. 

ii. All the DOI fire programs, national parks, BLM, Fish & Wildlife, BIA are being consolidated 

into one program the Wildland Fire Service. Once this happens, it is unsure as to if they will 

be able to continue to provide the same level of assistance as in the past. 

e. South Point fire on the Island Unit is out. Total acres burned was 112 but part of that was back 

burning that the fire crew did to prevent the fire from spreading to other areas. How the fire 

started is still being investigated. 

4) Old Unfinished Business  

a. Jr. Ranger program-tabled 

b. Youth Waterfowl Camp 
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i. With low river levels, the refuge has been limited to pumping water when the river levels 

have permitted so. As such the refuge could only pump a few days prior to the event. With 

what water was able to get out there was quickly absorbed into the ground. 

ii. 16 youth participated this year. 1 Canada goose, 1 duck and a few coots was harvested 

during the event. 

c. Website- still under construction 

d. Adopt a child/ Float in Christmas Parade/ Community support 

i. Adopt a child was successful in each child receiving on average 3 presents each.  

ii. There was about 11 floats in the Christmas Parade. Our float tied second place. 

iii. A lot of the community came out to support the event. 

iv. To try and approve next years adopt a child program, we will be trying to get the Angel tree 

out the weekend after Thanksgiving and ask that gifts be received a 2 weeks prior to being 

handed out. 

e. 5K walk 

i. Information 

1. 48 people were recorded by paperwork as attending the event, but others that 

helped said that it appeared that more folks attended the event. 

2. We had a lot of returning folks from previous events, emails that was sent out, and 

various flyers spotted, as well as the Desert Messenger and the radio. 

3. Special thanks to the refuge for helping in getting the special use permit completed, 

CB Plumbing for donating the porta potty, our volunteers and the refuge volunteers 

for helping with the event. 

4. Jackery (Portable generator) 

a. Over the last several events, it has been noted that the Friends group has 

been able to borrow Howard Jenson’s Jackery and that the Friends group 

should purchase one. During the meeting the price of a Jackery Home Power 

3000 Portable Power Station, that would be sufficient, was looked up online, 

in which it was noted to be on a 56% off sale 

i. Dave Kaihara made a motion to purchase the Jackery, in which Andy 

Anderson seconded the motion; the motion was carried. 

5. Coffee Pot 

a. Over the last several events, a coffee pot, borrowed from John Rosenfelds 

house, had been used, and it was discussed that it would be a good idea to 

purchase a larger capacity coffee pot to utilize during events. The larger 

capacity coffee pot was researched to cost approximately $50-$100. 

i. Rebecca Notarangelo made a motion to have the Friends group 

purchase large capacity coffee pot, Dave Kaihara seconded the 

motion; the motion carried. 

 

ii. Nature Rewards Puzzles 
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1. 14 puzzles were printed up and added to Nature Rewards. Each puzzle was a 

donation amount of $5. After the 5k walk 4 puzzles remain in inventory. 

iii. Grant Update- Howard Jenson worked on a grant with Chris Lohrengel that would help get 

funding for the fences down in the refuge. The work on the grant is complete, and we are 

now awaiting for it to get funded. 

5) New Business 

a. ACC filing coming up- Annual filing will be due in February 

b. Government Shutdown-will it happen?  

i. It is believed that the government will pass a funding bill before the government gets to the 

point of having to shutdown again. 

c. Director Order 230 review of refuges-webinar Thursday, January 15th at 1pm AZ time 

i. There will be a webinar over the details surrounding the director order 230 which is a 

review of the refuges. Not much is known about this and hopefully more answers will come 

from attending this webinar. 

d. Elections for Dave and Howard in March 

i. The 2-year term for the 2 directors Dave Kaihara and Howard Jenson is coming to an end 

leading to nominations in February, voting in March. Dave Kaihara has expressed interest in 

running for re-election, and while Howard Jenson has enjoyed serving, he is not seeking re-

election. 

ii. The 3-year term for the other directors John Rosenfeld, Rebecca Notarangelo and Andy 

Anderson will come up in the fall of 2027. 

e. Miscellaneous 

6) Next Meeting- To be Determined 

7) Call to public- 

a)  None at this time 

 
Next meeting is to be determined. There being no further business to be transacted upon motion duly made by 
John Rosenfeld to adjourn the meeting, Dave Kaihara seconded and carried the motion, the meeting was 

adjourned at 12:53pm. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
SECRETARY/Carissa Rosenfeld 

   I, the undersigned Director of Friends of Cibola NWR hereby approve the contents of the foregoing 
minutes from the meeting held on the 10th day of January 2026. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________  
DIRECTOR 

 

 


